lie Epics : PuraMs                                                §1
Puranas like Aditya, Vayu, Matsya and Vishnu and gives a list of the eighteen Puranas.
To reconcile this conclusion with the frequent references to Puranas in the Mahabharata and the Upanishads, we have to grant that the species of worki named Puranas dealing with enquiries into the origin of the universe and such other non-sectarian topics existed long before the date of the Mahabharata, that these were lost, and that the modern Puranas were written later on with a different sectarian purpose, including into the body of the works such fragments of the ancient legends as still existed.
The eighteen Puranas usually enumerated are* 1. Brahma, 2. Padina, 3. Vishnu, 4. Siva, 5, Linga, 6, Garuda, 7. Narada, 8. Bhagavata, 9. Agni 10. Skanda, 11. Bhavishya, 12. Brahma Vaivarta, 13. Markandeya, 14. Vamana,, 15. Varaha, 16. Matsya, 17. Kurma and 18. Brahmanda Puranas (Vide Appendix A-6). Strangely, this list with some variations appears in the Hanvamsa, the Vishnu Purana, the Bhagavata and in almost every other Purana as welh Some lists omit one or more of these and substitute others in their place. Vayu Purana finds a place in many such lists instead of the Agni or the Siva Puranas, There are an equal number of Upa-Puranas, the chief among them being, the Narasimha, the Vayu, the Soura. the Vishnudharamottara, the Kalika and the Ganesa Puranas.
These Puranas are usually divided into three groups. The Vishnu, the Bhagavata, the Narada,